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“EXPECTING MIRACLES TO BE SEEN IN 2016”

AM I READY TO DO BATTLE WITH MY ENEMY?  Pt. 7a
The Battle For The Mind
Ephesians 6:11-13
By:  Manson B. Johnson, Shepherd-Teacher
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The readiness to do battle with our enemy calls for Christian planning.  One of the most important things to do as we plan is the study how Satan works and where he does his work. 
Remember the following in your Christian planning:
Our Mission = resist the devil and sin
Our Goals = be faithful to God (in our living)
Our Strategy = engage more in local Christian spiritual networking activities
Our Tactics = attend SS/LTC regularly, attend prayer meetings regularly, daily Bible reading, 
                        walk in the spirit, follow Divine instructions, live within personal means and save 
	          money, volunteer for Christian missions, fast, tithe, assemble for worship often at 
	          Church, forgive others, love my neighbor as myself, grow in faith, stay in good health, etc.

“From this Scripture we see that we are in a war. A careful study of this verse informs us that our warfare is not with other human beings but with the devil and his demons. Our enemy, Satan, attempts to defeat us with strategy and deceit, through well-laid plans and deliberate deception. F The devil is a liar. Jesus called him ... the father of lies and of all that is false (John 8:44.) He lies to you and me. He tells us things about ourselves, about other people and about circumstances that are just not true. He does not, however, tell us the entire lie all at one time. He begins by bombarding our mind with a cleverly devised pattern of little nagging thoughts, suspicions, doubts, fears, wonderings, reasonings and theories. He moves slowly and cautiously (after all, well-laid plans take time). Remember, he has a strategy for his warfare. He has studied us for a long time. He knows what we like and what we don't like. He knows our insecurities, our weaknesses and our fears. He knows what bothers us most. He is willing to invest any amount of time it takes to defeat us. One of the devil's strong points is patience.--- The Mind Is the Battlefield” Joyce Meyers p.11, 1995

Ephesians 6:11-13

Paul reminds the Church at Ephesus that Christians are at war!  He encourages them never to relax and always be ready for the enemy.  The Christians’ war is not flesh and blood but things hiding in dark high places.  Because of where this war is being fought Paul has revealed it to the conscious of these Christians so that they can stay alert to the attacks of the enemy, Satan.  Satan wars in the mind.

I. What is mind?
A. Some studies say that the mind (heart/soul) is the seat that the will/soul sets upon. The mind is that place where thinking, learning and doing first take place. That being true Satan wants to get his advantage early in the life of people.  The Bible encourages God’s people to safeguard the mind with the presence of God, especially during developmental years.  What three (3) things does Deuteronomy 6:1-7 encourage God’s people to make ready with always?
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
B. How can obeying Deuteronomy 6:1-7 help us in our world today? (class discussion)
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
II. Why does Satan want the mind of people, especially the Christian? Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27
A. According to Philippians 2:5 what does Paul recommend to be the Christian’s strongest defense?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
B. According to Genesis 6:5 what was the state of man before the Great Flood?  How is that time period similar to what’s going on in our world today? ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
III. Satan attacks the mind.
A. According to Luke 11:17-18 what tactical weapon does Satan use to conquer his prey?
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
B. Why is division so devastating to the life of anyone?
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
IV. Think on these things:  What is your battle that you are fighting NOW?
· Is your battle sickness?
· Is your battle the bottle?
· Is your battle sexual?
· Is your battle seeking a great mate?
· Is your battle spiritual weakness?
· Is your battle food?
· Is your battle an addiction? (does not have to be drugs)
· Is your battle aging?
· Is your battle worldly thinking?
· Is your battle profane language?
· ARE YOU WINNING THE BATTLE? IF YOU ARE NOT, LET GOD CONTROL THE FIGHT!
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