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“LET GOD’S VISION BE SEEN IN 2017”

IMPROVING THE READING SKILLS OF BLACK MEN/BOYS
(Why they don’t want you (black folks to read)
Acts 8:26-39
Malcom X once stated, If you want to hide something from a Black man put it in a book because he will never open it.”
According to the Bush Literacy Organization, Harris County-Houston has 1.2 million adults who cannot read above a 3rd grade level. 
Closing achievement gaps is a goal of both national and state education policies. At grade 4, the average 2015 reading scores for White (232), Black (206), Hispanic (208), and Asian/Pacific Islander students (239) were not measurably different from the corresponding scores in 2013…Blacks and Hispanics lag behind in reading scores by at least 30 points in many cases. In 2015 Houston was on the decreasing list for reading scores of 210 for 4th graders and 252 for 8th graders out of a possible 500 score(NCES).
The text is a biblical account of a Black man struggling to read and understand what little he could read.  (tell the story to your audience:  Acts 8:26-39)
THE VALUE OF BLACK MEN/BOYS TO READ:
I. Reading opens the mind to new light and new discoveries; v.30


II. Effective reading enables the reader to comprehend knowledge and knowledge turns into an idea and ideas turn into success; v.36


III. Reading makes the mind grow and thirst for more; v.34



IV. Reading makes people of power to trust you with their powerful stewardship; v.27


 
V. Reading is an exercise that attract readers to the attention of others that can help; vv.29-31


VI. Reading caused this Ethiopian Black man to use his ability to read to exercises his humility to God’s salvation and spiritual direction for his life; vv.36-39
.
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